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Editors’  notes:  
Many  of  you  already  know  of  the  passing  of  Richard  W.  Wellman,  former  editor  and  a  constant  
contributor  to  these  pages.    You  will  find  his  obituary  in  our  special  edition  of  the  April  2019  Yesteryears,  
a  reprint  of  the  October  2001  Yesteryears  that  contains  a  poignant  editor’s  note  from  Richard.  

Researchers  have  an  excellent  choice  of  primary  source  material  compiled  by  Richard  and  his  Jefferson  
County  Genealogical  Society  friends  and  fellow  genealogists.  He  compiled  or  helped  to  compile  stacks    
of  Excel  spread  sheets  listing  everything  from  county  teachers  to  marriages  and  high  school  graduates.    
An  important  Kansas  Census  year,  1865,  lists  all  residents  of  Jefferson  County.  Kansas  had  become  a  
state  after  the  federal  1860  census  (statehood  in  1861)  and  the  1865  tally  includes  data  on  soldiers.  The  
data  is  compiled  in  a  notebook  that  can  be  purchased.  Another  notebook  compiled  by  Richard  (from  deed  
books  in  the  Jefferson  County  Register  of  Deeds  office)  lists  the  original  land  owners  of  the  Delaware  
Reserve  Lands  purchased  from  the  Kansas  Pacific/Union  Pacific  Railroad.  And,  thanks  to  Richard,  we  
also  have  the  original  Jefferson  County  land  owners  of  the  Delaware  Trust  Land,  with  their  historic  sales  
at  Fort  Leavenworth  in  1856  and  at  Ozawkie  in  July  1857.  All  compiled  by  name,  the  quarter,  section,  
township  range  for  location,  the  number  of  acres  purchased,  date  purchased  and  how  much  it  cost.  A  
legacy.  

Jefferson  County  Genealogical  Society  --    jcgs1979@yahoo.com  
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“Lazy  Clubs”  Around  the  World  

Oskaloosa,  Jefferson  Co.,  Kansas    –  During  the  dull  times,  in  the  early  history  of  
Oskaloosa  (pre-1861  statehood)  several  of  the  most  prominent  men  organized  themselves  into  a  
“Lazy  Club.”    Among  them  were  G.B.  Carson,  Thomas  H.  Noble,  Abram  Sinnard  and  W.  Trapp.    
Carson  was  president  for  a  long  time.    The  club  had  rigid  rules,  and  if  any  member  was  seen  to  
have  any  implement  of  labor,  his  case  was  promptly  investigated,  and  if  he  was  proven  guilty  of  
having  performed  any  work,  he  was  expelled.    The  badge  of  distinction  was  a  Barlow  knife,  
which  was  awarded  to  the  champion  lazy  man.  

At  one  time  Tom  Noble  and  Abe  Sinnard  were  contestants.    They  were  lying  under  the  large  oak  
tree,  by  the  roadside,  north  of  town,  when  the  stage  drove  toward  the  spot  where  they  were.    
Thinking  it  about  to  run  over  him,  Noble  rolled  just  out  of  the  path,  but  Sinnard  simply  asked  the  
driver  to  drive  around.    He  got  the  knife.  

Trapp  afterward  carried  it  for  a  long  time,  but  finally  had  to  give  it  up  to  a  man  living  below  
town,  who  was  too  lazy  to  carry  it  himself,  but  had  his  little  boy  tie  a  string  to  it  and  drag  it  after  
him.    He  kept  it  until  the  club  disbanded.    --    William  G.  Cutler's  History  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  
Jefferson  County,  Part  11.  

Columbus,  Cherokee  Co.,  Kansas    –  The  “Lazy  Man’s  Club”  meets  in  the  shade  on  the  
east  side  of  the  Court  House  every  afternoon  for  the  dispatch  of  business  and  to  discuss  politics,  
eat  melons  &c.    Stringent    by-laws  and  rules  have  been  adopted.    No  man  can  be  admitted  who  is  
not  naturally  and  constitutionally  “tired,”  and  any  member  found  guilty  of  doing  any  manual  
labor  or  exercise  is  immediately  expelled.    Motions  are  made  and  put  in  sections.    It  takes  two  
men  to  second  a  motion,  (it  being  considered  too  much  exertion  for  one).    Ministers  are  ex-officio  
honorary  members.    No  member  is  excused  for  being  absent  at  a  meeting  unless  he  states  upon  
his  honor  that  he  was  too  lazy  to  attend.    The  membership  of  the  order  is  constantly  increasing  
and  promises  to  be  larger  than  that  of  any  other  organization.  –  The  Border  Star  (newspaper),  
Aug.  1,  1879.  

Boston,  Massachusetts  –  [The  Boston  Advertiser  syndicated  a  lengthy  article  about  Edward  
Kent,  a  two-time  governor  of  Maine,  a  former  member  of  the  legislature,  mayor  of  Bangor,  
Maine,  consul  to  Rio  Janeiro,  a  judge,  and  more,  and  an  1821  Harvard  graduate.]  

The  alumni  of  Harvard  college,  who  have  of  late  years  missed  the  familiar  face  of  Edward  Kent,  
will  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  first  volume  of  the  Maine  Historical  society’s  collections  contains  a  
memoir  of  this  distinguished  lawyer,  judge  and  civilian  –  a  man  who  was  always  universally  
popular,  and  yet  was  most  decided  in  his  opinions  and  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions  under  
all  circumstances…    

4



…  He  had  no  rank  in  college,  and,  in  truth,  was  president  of  the  “Lazy  club,”  having  been  
obliged  to  explain  on  one  occasion  for  being  seen  to  run  in  the  college  yard.    His  excuse  was  that  
some  one  pushed  him,  and  he  was  too  lazy  to  stop.”    From  the  El  Dorado  Republican,  El  
Dorado,  Kansas.  

Columbus,  Cherokee  Co.,  Kansas  –  The  lazy  man’s  club  seeks  the  shady  side  of  the  
court  house  of  afternoons  just  as  natural  as  a  duck  takes  to  water.    Jim  Wilson  has  resigned  the  
presidency  and  Van  Bennett  has  been  elected  in  his  place.    The  reason  Van  was  elected  was,  that  
last  year  he  was  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  club.    He  was  too  lazy  to  
write  them,  and  of  course  came  in  for  first  place  this  year.    A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  
hire  someone  to  draft  the  laws  of  the  club.  –  Columbus  Courier,  July  15,  1880.  

Buffalo,  New  York  –  Lazy  Club.    They  have  a  “Lazy  Club”  in  Buffalo.    A  member  was  
expelled  the  other  day  for  running  down  a  hill;;  and  another  for  talking  with  a  person  in  the  street  
without  leaning  against  a  post.  –  The  Sunbury  Gazette,  Sunbury,  Pennsylvania,  Aug.  24,  1839.  

Lawrence,  Douglas  Co.,  Kansas  –  Lawrence  has  a  “Lazy”  Club  and  one  of  the  rules  of  
the  association  is  that  no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  hold  stock  in  the  concern  after  he  accepts  a  
position  with  any  employer.  –  Lawrence  Daily  Gazette,  Jan.  30,  1894.  

Columbus,  Cherokee  Co.,  Kansas  –  A  member  of  the  “Lazy  Man’s  Club  at  Columbus  
has  been  expelled  because  he  assisted  his  wife  in  stretching  the  clothes  line.  –  The  Junction  City  
Weekly  Union,  Aug.  16,  1879.  

Brooklyn,  New  York  –  A  member  of  the  “Brooklyn  Lazy  Club”  has  just  been  expelled  for  
going  at  a  faster  gait  than  a  walk.    The  recusant  offered  in  mitigation  of  sentence  the  fact  that  the  
Sheriff  was  after  him,  but  the  society  was  inexorable.  –  Newport  Daily  News,  Rhode  Island,  July  
17,  1851.  

Annapolis,  Maryland  –  They  have  a  lazy  club  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  every  member  of  which  is  
compelled  to  take  a  snooze  daily  under  the  trees  in  front  of  the  State  House.    In  case  any  member  
who  lies  down  in  the  shade  rolls  over  when  the  sun  comes  round,  he  is  instantly  expelled.  –  The  
Times  Picayune,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  Aug.  17,  1839.  

London,  England    –  The  Lazy  Club.  A  club  with  this  name  existed  not  many  years  ago  in  
London.    The  members  of  the  fraternity  generally  met  attired  in  their  nightgowns,  with  their  
stockings  about  their  heels,  and  frequently  with  only  a  single  stocking  on.    Their  salutation  on  
entering,  was  a  yawn  and  a  stretch,  and  then  without  further  ceremony,  each  took  his  place  at  the  
lolling  table.  –  New  England  Farmer,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  Jan.  3,  1844.  
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“Green Book” for Oskaloosa and Perry 

The next few pages contain images of a Kansas “colored directory,” a green book that in 
1928 included information for Oskaloosa and Perry.  The item is from the Kansas State 
Historical Society’s Kansas Memory website and may be viewed here: 
https://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211117 

This is the Kansas Memory introduction to the book: 

“Colored directory: information, history, facts, also buyer’s guide of the best business places 
appreciating your patronage 
This directory primarily deals with African Americans living in Topeka, Kansas, but it also contains 

listing for Alma, Burlingame, Council Grove, Dunlap, Eskridge, Osage City, Oskaloosa, Paxico, 

Perry and rural Shawnee County. Listings of the residents of the smaller communities include name 

and occupation. The address is included only if it is rural with the RFD numbers. The listings for 

Topeka include name, occupation or place of employment, and home address. The Topeka portion 

includes a listing of churches with some sketches, colored schools, lodges, biographical sketches of 

some community members, article about the police and fire departments, the Kansas Vocational 

School in Topeka, and "Some Topeka Institutions" (African American organizations and 

businesses). The publication includes a listing of call letters for radio stations, driving distances in 

Kansas, and railroad rates from Topeka to various locations for the railroad lines through Topeka. 

The directory also includes a number of advertisements. Date: April 1928”  
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Josiah B. McAfee, the Slavery-Fighting Preacher from Grasshopper 
Falls 

By Wendi Bevitt, owner of Buried Past Consulting LLC 

Josiah B.     McAfee,  born   in  1830   in   Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania,   came   to  Kansas  
Territory   in   1855.   He   and   his   pregnant   wife,   Anna,   and   their   toddler,   Celeste,  

traveled   by   railroad   and   steamer,   finding   immediate   and   constant   conflict   in   the  

pro-‐‑slavery   dominated   town   of   Leavenworth.      This   did   not   keep   the   fiery   young  

pastor  from  speaking  against  slavery  when  provoked,  and  he  often  faced  threats  on  

his  life.    

Within a month of his arrival, Josiah McAfee opened a small subscription 
school called Leavenworth Collegiate Institute. His own schooling 
included Pennsylvania College at Gettysburg, followed by Lutheran 
seminary in Maryland. McAfee’s Leavenworth school was the first school 
in Kansas Territory aside from the mission or military schools.   

Josiah engaged himself with ensuring Kansas be entered into the Union 
as a free state and  in 1856 along with other free-state men traveled east 
to Ohio to visit with governor Salmon P. Chase and on to Washington D. 
C. There, they met President Pierce and Speaker of the House Nathaniel
Banks. Rev. McAfee made 27 speeches encouraging the election of
Fremont and Dayton in the fall of 18561.  When McAfee returned to
Kansas, he found that his home had been taken over, the school closed,
his church used as a store, his fellow preachers chased out of
Leavenworth by the local proslavery forces who also gave him notice to
leave.

His family found refuge nearby in Jefferson County at the free-state 
community of Grasshopper Falls. There he was welcomed by Lorenzo 
Northrup, who gave him land and invited him to start a school and to 
preach.  He built the first Lutheran church west of the Missouri, 
primarily by himself, and started classes immediately, lodging the 
teacher in his house. He preached every other week  at Grasshopper 
Falls and at three other area churches on the off Sunday. He refused 
payment for his ministry, which placed him in financial straits because 
of earlier losses caused by the border ruffians.  

In the Civil War, McAfee served in and recruited for the 11th Regiment of 
the Kansas Volunteer Cavalry, Company I, which included soldiers from 
Burlingame and Grasshopper Falls.  Like many from Co. I, he transferred 
out of that company to serve in a U.S. Colored troops regiment.  As 
chaplain of 2nd Kansas Colored (which eventually became the 83rd US 

1  The	  Weekly	  Commonwealth  (newspaper)  “Kansas  Legislature:  Brief  Sketches  of  the  

Representatives”,  December  16,  1886.  

11



Colored Troops), when his unit was stationed at Fort Smith, Arkansas he 
was given the assignment of care for the more than 4,000 refugees in the 
area.  He personally accompanied some of the 2,600 refugees to Kansas2. 

Prior to the end of the war, he followed his former commander and soon 
to be Kansas governor, Samuel J. Crawford, to Topeka to serve as 
Crawford’s personal secretary.  Still retaining some ties to Grasshopper 
Falls, he for a time owned a newspaper named The Jeffersonian along 
with George T. Isbell from 1865-663, which served as a voice for Gov. 
Crawford’s politics.  Josiah then put down firmer roots in Topeka by 
establishing a Lutheran church there and became adjutant general for 
the state of Kansas. 

His Topeka home consisted of a sizable stock farm north of present day 
Gage Park. On his farm he employed former U.S. Colored Troops 
soldiers.  

From 1870-1871 Josiah served as mayor of Topeka.  He would give half 
of his salary to the police force, encouraging them to enforce the laws, 
and the other half to the temperance cause and charity.  During McAfee’s 
tenure as mayor no liquor licenses were issued and gambling 
paraphernalia was publicly burned. His actions resulted in his being 
“unmercifully reversed” in the next election.  

He was a three-time member of the Kansas House of Representatives 
starting in 1883.  He maintained a staunch opposition to liquor and 
promoted fierce prohibition laws, conceding to less stringent ones only to 
allow for their passage.  His leadership within the prohibition movement 
prompted him to be among the individuals to post bail for Carrie Nation 
when she was arrested for smashing a liquor establishment with some of 
her followers4.  

Josiah died in Topeka in 1908 at the age of 77. 

*Most of the general history of McAfee was taken from A History of the

Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Kansas by Rev. H. A. Ott, D.D. F. M.
Steves & Sons, Topeka, KS , 1907.

2  Vicki  Betts.  Fort	  Smith	  New	  Era,	  October	  1863-‐‑December	  1864.    University  of  Texas  

at  Tyler,  2016.  

3  Valley	  Falls	  New	  Era  July  1,  1876.  

4  Marshall	  County	  News  (newspaper),  “Mrs.  Nation  is  out  on  Bond”,  March  1,  1901.  
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1861 Tax List, Jefferson Township, Jefferson County 

 

Aker, Moses 
Alexander, Alfred 
Anderson, M. 
Atkins, W.W. 
Bannister, Rovert 
Barnes & Finney 
Barnes, W.D. 
Beasore, D.M. 
Best, Alvin 
Best, E.H. 
Best, Elisha 
Best, Joseph 
Bickford, W.H. 
Bowser, Geo. W. 
Bowser, N.B. 
Boyle, John 
Bradshaw, Lewis 
Brady, W.R. 
Brinton, Bryant 
Brittain, Joseph 
Brittain, Pleasant 
Bromley, A.G. 
Buckley, Smith 
Burchard, Joseph 
Burchard, Thomas 
Burton, Jas. 
Burton, May 
Cantwell, A.R. 
Carriger, Matthew 
Cawfield, J.W. 
Chandler, Richard 
Chandler, T.P 

Chiles, Thos. D. 
Chiles, W.P. 
Christison, John 
Christman, Fred 
Cline, Phillip 
Cobb, Lewis 
Coppenger, Eliken E. 
Coppenger, W.H. 
Covine ?, W.C. 
Crocket, W.T. 
Cropp, G.W. 
Crowbarger, F.A. 
Crump, G.W. 
Davis, John S. 
Davis, W.R. 
Dean, Joshua 
Deming, H.L. 
Dickens, James D. 
Dickey, R.R. 
Dickey, R.R. 
Downey, John 
Ellerman, Fred 
Ellis, E.T. 
Ellis, W. 
Elson, Henry 
Esham, L.A. 
Evans, Henry 
Farrar, David 
Farrar, Samuel 
Faulk, Adam 
Finnicum, M.S. 
Foot, Seth 

Ford, J.R. 
Gafford, James A. 
Gardner, W.M. 
Gentry, David 
Gibbon, Martin 
Goble, Josephus 
Goddard, Mary A. 
Grant, Richard 
Gregg, J. J. 
Groom, Abram 
Haas, Anthony 
Hale, G.W. 
Hall, Jefferson 
Hart, F.P. 
Hart, John 
Hart, M.W. 
Haskell, Wm. H. 
Hatton, John 
Hazen, Jerome 
Hendricks, Chas. 
Henson, Aaron 
Herring, J.T. 
Hicks, Joseph 
Himes & Carson 
Himes, G R. 
Hinchman, Cary 
Hodges, Thos. 
Hull, Isaac 
Hull, Richard 
Hull, Simeon 
Humber, N. 
Hunk, J.H. 
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Huntington, John 
Ingham, Robert H. 
Jeffers, John 
Jones, Samuel 
Kansas Stage Co. 
Kemp, Geo. 
Kuykendall, T.D. 
Lamar, Thos. 
Lee, G.M. 
Lemer ? , N.B. 
Leyen. Jas. T. 
Lilly, B.F. 
Limler, Isaac 
Long, Geo. W. 
Lowe, H.A. 
Manee, J.C. 
McCain, James 
McClure, J.F. 
McClure, John 
McClure, Thos. 
Meic ? , Henry 
Miles, Catharine 
Miller, Hirman 
Mills, Dr. 
Mulluer, Ulysus 
Orence, Henry 
Orence, Henry J. 

Osborne, Jonathan 
Owen, John W. 
Park, Thos. E. 
Pemberton, Albro 
Pemberton, W.T. 
Pitcher, Isabel 
Pitcher, J.M. 
Pitcher, Thos. 
Pitcher, W.M. 
Powell, James 
Price, Wm. 
Pucket, Elizabeth 
Puckett, Thos. 
Rice, Larkin 
Riddle, Jefferson 
Robinson, G.H. 
Rodgers, Jno. W. 
Scott, Lyman 
Settle, Jno. D. 
Sharp, John 
Shaw, Alex 
Shrick, Henry 
Simmons, Alpha 
Slane, G.W. and C.T. 
Steirs, Manning 
Steirs, S. 
Sterling, Robt 

Stiers, Stephen 
Stone, John J. 
Stone, Madison 
Street, Jonathan 
Stukesberry, Enoch 
Stukesberry, G.W. 
Styers 
Swoyer, Samuel 
Talbot, C.H. 
Taylor, H.N. & H.A. 
Taylor, J.W. 
Todd, J.C. 
Trower, Samuel 
Varner, David 
Varner, Thos. 
Walkup, Jos. 
Webb, Daniel 
Webb, Hiram 
Wede, Wm. 
Weister, Geo. 
Wendorf, Levi 
Whitehair, Anthony 
Whitehair, Louis 
Wilhelm, John 
Wilhelm, Levi 
Wise, Patrick 
Yates, Y.G. 

 
Winchester Village 

Best, E.H. 
Best, Joseph 
Boyd & Brim 
Cantwell, A.R. 
Dean, Michael 

Ellis, Wm. 
Elson, Henry 
Freeman, Thos. 
Judge, Mary 
“Lamar, Thos.” 

Osborne, Sanyek 
Sickles, W.A. 
Young, A.T. 
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